
 

Governor Culver released his 

budget recommendations this 

week.  “My budget is balanced” 

said Governor Culver.  “It does 

not raise taxes on hardworking 

Iowans.  And it protects some 

priorities which will continue to 

strengthen our state, keeping 

our commitment to children’s 

health insurance, public safety, 

and education at all levels.”  The 

Governor’s budget provides an 

additional $10.5 million for chil-

dren’s health insurance pro-

grams as well as increasing 

Medicaid $180.9 million.  Addi-

tional details about the budget 

are available at 

www.governor.iowa.gov 

Currently 253,000 children are 

receiving health care through 

Medicaid or hawk-i.  This is an 

increase of 52,000 children 

during Governor Culver’s term.  

The Culver administration is 

committed to providing every 

child in Iowa with access to 

quality health care.  The Gover-

nor intends his budget recom-

mendations to maintain current 

health coverage and continue 

expansion of children’s health 

care coverage. 

Special points of interest: 

∗ Governor Culver’s Budget  

∗ Woodward Superintendent 
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∗ CHIPRA Grant Application 
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nessee and helped create their system 

so it is no surprise they want him back 

to help them address some challenges 

they are facing.  His last day will be 

February 19th.”  Finch will be remem-

bered for leading Woodward into final 

compliance with the Department of 

This week Deputy Director Sally Titus 

shared the news with staff that Jim 

Finch has decided to accept the posi-

tion as Deputy Commissioner of the 

Division of Intellectual Disability Ser-

vices in the State of Tennessee.  Ac-

cording to Titus, “Jim worked in Ten-

Justice Consent Decree and creating a 

new crisis intervention program 

among other achievements.  We wish 

him the best. 
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“We have a non-system of men-

tal health services” said former 

state senator and current MHI 

Task Force Member Maggie 

Tinsman of Bettendorf at a Jus-

tice Budget Subcommittee last 

week.  MHI Task Force mem-

bers, led by Chairperson Ro 

Foege, urged legislators to con-

sider their recommendations to 

not close a facility “until appro-

priate support systems are in 

place”.  Task Force members 

talked about their list of recom-

mendations on the topics of 

forensic evaluation and treat-

ment, continuum of care and 

resource utilization.  Task Force 

members shared compelling 

and often personal stories of 

how mental illness and sub-

stance abuse has impacted 

their own lives.  Legislators and 

MHI Task Force members alike 

praised the work of DHS staff 

who worked on the study over 

the interim.  At the same hear-

ing Senator Jack Hatch (D-Des 

Moines) raised the possibility of 

closing the MHI at Clarinda 

(rather than Mt. Pleasant) and 

moving the individuals who re-

ceive services there to other 

facilities. 

 

Medicaid Services (CMS).  Sena-

tor Jack Hatch (D-Des Moines) 

called the program “a success”.  

SSB 3073 was passed unani-

mously and will be sent to the 

Senate Calendar for Debate.  

The same committee passed 

another DHS priority, SSB 3074, 

on child support recovery.  This 

bill makes technical changes, 

The IowaCare initiative is a 

waiver for limited Medicaid 

expansion.  It was enacted in 

2005 and was set to sunset on 

July 1, 2010.  SSB 3073, is the 

Department’s bill to extend the 

program and make changes to 

satisfy the terms of a revised 

renewal request with the fed-

eral Centers for Medicare and 

shortens the time frame for 

child support modifications and 

conforms state law with federal 

law in regard to the fee charged 

for minor parents, who are still 

in high school, who are paying 

child support. 

 

Two DHS Priorities Pass Senate Human Resources  

Fund in order to avoid dis-

enrolling some vulnerable Io-

wans (without a county of legal 

residence) from mental health 

services, resolves a matching 

fund restriction issue with ARRA 

funds (this is a budget neutral 

resolution) and provides addi-

tional funds for services under 

hawk-i for supplemental dental 

services.  This bill will receive a 

new number and be placed on 

the Senate Calendar for debate. 

Senate Appropriations Committee Acts on TANF & State Payments 

 SSB 3171 was referred to in 

Committee as the “DHS Supple-

mental” bill.  The legislation was 

passed by Senate Appropria-

tions Committee on a 16-9 vote.  

The bill authorizes the spending 

of additional federal TANF funds, 

authorizes the Risk Pool fund 

transfer to the State Payments 

Mental Health Institute Task Force Testifies 
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Did you know?   

As of January, 

there were 

433,000 

Iowans 

receiving 

Medicaid, 

compared to 

417,000 at the 

beginning of the 

last fiscal year.  

More than half 

of the growth is 

children.    



February 2 at 10:00—

State Medicaid Director Jenni-

fer Vermeer testifies before the 

Human Services Budget Sub-

committee on Medicaid In-

creases and IowaCare. 

 

 

 

February 4 at 10:00—Vern 

Armstrong, Division Administra-

tor for Field Operations and 

John Wilken, Bureau Chief for 

Bureau of Refugee Services will 

testify before the Human Ser-

vices Budget Subcommittee on 

Refugee Services.  

**Schedule subject to change 

  

 

pects to hear from CMS around February 22nd.  IME 

wants to thank stakeholders and policymakers 

(including Senator Jack Hatch and Representative 

Lisa Heddens) who supported this effort with letters 

of recommendation. 

 

 

Building Medical Neighborhoods   

State Medicaid Director Jenni-

fer Vermeer is pleased to an-

nounce submission of IME’s 

application for a $16 million 

federal CHIPRA grant (over 5 

years) to build medical 

neighborhoods for children in 

Medicaid.  According to Ver-

meer, “this grant application 

was a true partnership between 

IME, Iowa Department of Public 

Health, Child and Family Policy 

Center, University of Iowa Child 

Health Specialty Clinics and 

University of Iowa Public Policy 

Center.”  The grant would pro-

vide funds to support the adop-

tion and meaningful use and 

exchange of health information 

technology among Medicaid 

providers who serve children.  

“I am very proud of this appli-

cation” said Vermeer who ex-

Upcoming Events 
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What is a Medical 

Neighborhood?  

Medical neighborhoods 

for children in Medicaid 

would improve their 

health care by fully 

integrating health care 

providers with the 

other members of the 

care team (parents, 

foster care workers, 

school nurses and 

targeted care 

managers) through 

access and sharing of 

electronic health 

information. 



Disclaimer:  This legislative 

update is provided in the 

spirit of information and edu-

cation.  The opinions ex-

pressed by the contributors 

do not necessarily reflect 

those of the department or 

its programs.  The depart-

ment shall not be liable for 

any damages that may result 

from errors or omissions in 

information distributed  in 

this update.   

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us 

 

Phone: 515-281-4387 

E-mail: jflemin@dhs.state.ia.us 

Iowa DHS  

 

The Mission of the Iowa Department of Human Services is to help individuals and families achieve safe, stable, 

self-sufficient, and healthy lives, thereby contributing to the economic growth of the state.  We do this by keeping 

a customer focus, striving for excellence, sound stewardship of state resources, maximizing the use of federal 

funding and leveraging opportunities, and by working with our public and private partners to achieve results. 
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